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case summary: ColoCoto

ColoColo, a male African Lion, was described
as, “one of the most ill-tempered lions” any
one had ever met. Upon oral exam, it was
easy to see why. ColoColo’s canine tooth
had been broken off at an early age. The
canal was quite wide, and once the root was
exposed, infection set in, the root died,
and dentin was no longer manufactured by the
body in order to narrow the canal.

Once the doctors began treatment of ColoColo’s
tooth, a foul-smelling, pus-ridden, infected canal
was discovered. When an infected tooth drains ex-
ternally, the pressure caused by the infection is
relieved. ColoColo’s tooth did not drain exter-
nally. For years, ColoColo experienced excruciat-
ing pain from unrelieved pressure of the infected
tooth. PEIVDF doctors performed root canal therapy
on his tooth, relieving the pressure, and allowing
the infection that had been raging throughout his
body to begin clearing up.
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